I   DO   WELL   IN  ASTRONOMY
nothing of an omen in being left to the last. I was
wondering what he would ask me and if he would
take a glance over my paper before deciding whether
it was worth while to put me to the question, so to
speak. Some examiners were like that, particularly
medical examiners. These codded themselves that
" they had a duty to the public," but it will be a bit
too thick if there turns out to be another " duty to the
public " in Astronomy. As a rule people who think
they have duties to the public give me a pain in the
neck. If they confined themselves to their own
business they would find that the public is quite capable
of looking after itself.
I don't see how I can be stuck if he listens to my
plea, that even though the Algebra paper was over, I
find this kind of thing in the Astronomy paper:
Consider an equation of the form
U=a sin (nt+L0)
that a sin looks suspiciously like trigonometry, which
made it still worse. " Brought sin into the world and
all our woe." I will complain to Roberts if I find
that I am being sunk. It would be fine if I could
remember that tag about eternity. It might get his
mind off me and on to our mortal lot and to the
transience of life compared with eternity, and then he
wouldn't think it worth while to stick a fellow who
was just a pilgrim of eternity passing for a moment
through College, the shadow of a bird flying, so to
speak, and all that sort of thing. I have it ! " Great
clocks." It's about the planets, it must be. It can
hardly be about the fixed stars.
" Great clocks of eternity which beat ages as ours
beat seconds." If I can stuff him with that it will
bring a secular variation, so to speak, and, I may
say, make it hardly worth his while to deal with a
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